February 15, 2006

The Honorable R. James Nicholson

Secretary

Department of Veterans Affairs

810 Vermont Avenue, NW

Washington, DC  20420

Dear Secretary Nicholson:

I was surprised and extremely disappointed to learn recently that the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) selected the Dolington property in Bucks County as the future site of the Southeastern Pennsylvania Veterans Cemetery with no written agreement in place for the VA’s immediate acquisition of the site.

Attached herewithin is a copy of the February 15 Philadelphia Inquirer article indicating that local rezoning approval on two separate tracts of land is necessary before the landowner, Toll Brothers, can convey the Dolington site to the VA.  This is very troubling considering that I, along with all of the parties involved in the Pennhurst proposal, went to great lengths to have, in writing, the necessary agreements between all parties that would make the land available immediately for the cemetery.  While the VA has conveyed to me that the Dolington site is more attractive because it is “immediately developable,” this is clearly not the case and serves as an erroneous basis for your site selection decision.

As pointed out in my previous letters to you, there are a number of other erroneous and false assumptions the VA made in evaluating the Pennhurst site and, in light of the present situation in Bucks County, I respectfully ask that you 1 – direct your staff to immediately meet with the Pennhurst site proponents to discuss problems with the VA’s Pennhurst evaluation, and then 2 – undertake a reconsideration of your site selection decision based on the facts of the current situation.

Thank you for your consideration of this request and I look forward to hearing from you shortly.

With kind regards, I am








     Sincerely,







     Jim Gerlach








     Member of Congress

CC:
Senator Specter
Rep. Schroeder


Senator Santorum
Charlie Dexter


Secretary Creedon
Ryan Costello


Sen. Rafferty

Gus DiMino


Rep. Hennessey
