U.S. Representative Jim Gerlach 

Congressional Ethics Reform Platform

Create an Independent Ethics Office

Cosponsor of H.R. 4799, a bill introduced by Rep. Shays and Rep. Meehan to establish the Office of Public Integrity as an independent office within the legislative branch of the Government to enforce and ensure compliance with all ethical standards.  

Eliminate Pensions for Members of Congress Convicted of a Crime
Cosponsor of three bills, which largely mirror each other, to prevent convicted former Members of Congress from receiving pensions, including H.R. 4546, the Congressional Pension Accountability Act, a bill introduced by Rep. John Shadegg. The bill prohibits a Member of Congress, or a survivor or beneficiary, from receiving an annuity or retired pay if the Member is: (1) convicted of bribery of public officials and witnesses, conspiracy either to commit any offense against the United States or to defraud the United States, perjury, or subornation of perjury; or (2) indicted or has outstanding charges under the Uniform Code of Military Justice.

Stop the Revolving Door of Unfair Influence in Washington

Cosponsor of H.R. 4696, the Restoring Trust in Government Act, a bill introduced by Rep. Mike Rogers (MI) that, among other provisions, would extend current statutory provisions that prevent Members of Congress from lobbying any Member or committee for one year to all senior legislative branch staff.  H.R. 4696 would also establish a four-year ban on former federal employees lobbying Congress on behalf of foreign governments after they terminate their government employment.
Full Disclosure of and Transparency of Member Employment Negotiations
Cosponsor of H.R. 4575, a bill introduced by Rep. Shays that, among many other provisions, requires public disclosure by Members of Congress of employment negotiations.  

Create Tougher Restrictions on Former Members of Congress from Lobbying

Supported passage of H.Res. 648, which eliminated floor privileges and access to Member exercise facilities for registered lobbyists who are former Members or officers of the House (Roll Call 3, 109th Congress, Second Session).  This measure is an important step towards stopping the revolving door of members of Congress turning into high-priced lobbyists who influence their former colleagues.  Representative Gerlach also fully supports strict enforcement of the one-year lobbying ban imposed on former Members of Congress.  

More Restrictive Standards and Complete and Immediate Lobbying Disclosure

Cosponsor of H.R. 4696, the Restoring Trust in Government Act, a bill introduced by Rep. Mike Rogers (MI) that, among other provisions, would require registered lobbyists to file disclosure reports monthly, instead of semi-annually.  It would further require those reports to be posted online for public review by a new, independent lobbying and ethics commission.  Provides criminal penalties of up to one year imprisonment for failure to comply with these requirements.    

A Complete and Total Ban on Gifts from Lobbyists to Members and Staff

Cosponsor of H.R. 3177, the Lobby Gift Ban Act, a bill introduced by Rep. George Miller of California that would prohibit registered lobbyists from providing gifts to Members of Congress and Congressional staff.  Further, the bill would amend the rules of the House of Representatives to prohibit any Member of Congress from accepting a gift from a registered lobbyist.

Create a “Junket Ban” and Stop Unnecessary Travel

Cosponsor of H.R. 4696, the Restoring Trust in Government Act, a bill introduced by Rep. Mike Rogers (MI) that, among other provisions, would require a new, independent lobbying and ethics commission to review and affirmatively approve or disapprove of any travel by any Member of Congress or congressional employee that is paid for, or to be paid for, with non-government funds.  
527 “Loophole” Reform and/or Elimination

Representative Gerlach supports eliminating 527 special interest groups that are accountable to no one and is working with other Members of Congress to draft legislation that would do this.  Short of a total 527 elimination, at a minimum, Representative Gerlach believes the Congress should enact H.R. 513, the 527 Reform Act.  The bill, introduced by Rep. Shays, would require 527s to register as political committees with the Federal Elections Commission (FEC), set minimum allocation formulas for political committees which have both a federal and non-federal account, and limit contributions to non-federal (soft money) accounts of political committees to a $25,000 annual contribution per donor.  Congressman Gerlach is also the sponsor of H.R. 4072, a bill to direct the Federal Trade Commission to revise the do-not-call telemarketing rules to prohibit calls from 527 political organizations to persons on the national do-not-call registry.  

Eliminate the Indian Tribe Contribution Loophole in Campaign Finance Law 
Cosponsor of H.R. 4696, the Restoring Trust in Government Act, a bill introduced by Rep. Mike Rogers (MI) that, among other provisions, would close a loophole in current law that allows Indian tribes to spend unlimited money on congressional elections.

