FARMLAND AND OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION ACT

TALKING POINTS

· The Farm and Ranchlands Protection Program (FRPP)

· A voluntary federal program that helps farmers and ranchers keep their land in agriculture.

· Reauthorized in the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (Farm Bill) to protect working agricultural land from conversion to non-agricultural uses. 

· Has provided matching funds to help with purchasing development rights in order to keep productive farm and ranchland in agricultural uses.  

· From 1996 to the end of FY2003, more than 300,000 acres of farm and ranch land have been protected in 42 states.

· USDA partners with State, tribal, or local governments and non-governmental organizations to acquire conservation easements or other interests in land from landowners. 

· Under current law, USDA provides up to 50 percent of the fair market easement value.

· To be eligible, farmland must meet certain conditions:

· Be subject to a pending offer for purchase from a State, tribe, or local farmland protection program; 

· Be privately owned; 

· Have a conservation plan for highly erodible land; 

· Be large enough to sustain agricultural production; 

· Be accessible to markets for what the land produces; 

· Have adequate infrastructure and agricultural support services; 

· Have surrounding parcels of land that can support long-term agricultural production. 

· The Farmland and Open Space Preservation Act

· Designed to promote the protection of the most threatened farmland.

· Establishes a federal challenge grant program to assist local communities and eligible private organizations in their efforts to purchase land development easements. 

· Provides matching federal dollars for preservation efforts that are already receiving state, county, and local or private funds.

· Amends the Farm Security Act of 1985 to set aside 15 percent of farmland protection funds for cost-share grants (25 percent maximum Federal share) to support eligible State agencies, county, and one or more eligible entities (local government or private entities) to purchase conservation easements.

· Program encourages states, counties, tribes, local governments and private entities to work together to identify the most threatened land to obtain the 25% federal match.

· No new spending authorized, creates a set-aside out of existing dollars.

