THE WAR IN IRAQ
Congressional Role in Evaluating the Iraqi Government
May 17, 2006
Dear Colleague,

On March 19 of this year, we recognized the three – year anniversary of Operation Iraqi Freedom.  While there has been significant progress made in Iraq, there remains concern as to whether the newly – forming government will be able to adequately assume control from Coalition forces and provide the safety and stability needed to achieve lasting freedom in Iraq.  The Iraqis need to know that American patience and support are not blank checks that Iraqi politicians can cash with American lives and tax dollars.
The people of Iraq and their leaders deserve much praise and recognition for the progress made to date.  Two extremely successful national elections were held with more than 75 percent of eligible voters participating.  A permanent Constitution was drafted and subsequently approved, thus providing a solid legal framework for a successful democratic system.  

However, despite these enormous political achievements, there still remains a great deal of instability.  Insurgency and terrorism continue to undermine security and safety in the region for both the people of Iraq as well as Coalition forces.  
I feel it is time for Congress to take a more proactive approach in evaluating the current capabilities of the Iraqi government.  To this end, I plan to introduce a resolution which would direct the House Committees on Armed Services, International Relations, and Select Intelligence, together with their Senate counterparts, to within 90 days of enactment, issue specific reports assessing the current level of performance and success of the Iraqi government in their ability to:

1) maintain primary operational control and responsibility to combat and defeat the insurgency movement within Iraq; 

2) maintain proper civil order within Iraq; 

3) foster and achieve an appropriate level of economic growth and self-sufficiency; and 

4) preserve and protect the Iraqi people’s political, social, and religious freedoms as set forth in the Constitution of Iraq; 

I believe the issuance of these reports will shed additional light on progress being made in Iraq and set the stage for comprehensive discussion and dialogue on our nation’s continued role there. 

If you would like to be an original cosponsor of my resolution, please contact Bryan Kendro of my staff at 5-6812 or bryan.kendro@mail.house.gov.






Sincerely,














Jim Gerlach







Member of Congress

